
Once the Flood Arrives

If you have to leave your home, remember these evacuation tips:

Do not walk through moving water. Six inches of moving water can make you fall. If you
have to walk in water, walk where the water is not moving. Use a stick to check the
firmness of the ground in front of you.
Do not drive into flooded areas. If you come upon a flooded road, turn around and go
another way. More people drown in their cars than anywhere else. Six inches of water will
reach the bottom of most passenger cars causing loss of control and possible stalling. A
foot of water will float many vehicles. Two feet of rushing water can carry away most
vehicles, including sport utility vehicles (SUV’s) and pick-ups.
If floodwaters rise around your car, abandon the car and move to higher ground if you can
do so safely. You and the vehicle can be quickly swept away.
If your car stalls, abandon it immediately and climb to higher ground. Many deaths have
resulted from attempts to move stalled vehicles.
Don't walk through flooded areas. As little as six inches of moving water can knock you off
your feet.
Stay away from downed power lines and electrical wires. Electrocution is another major
source of deaths in floods. Electric current passes easily through water.
Look out for animals – especially snakes. Animals lose their homes in floods, too. They may
seek shelter in yours.
Take dry clothing, a flashlight and a portable radio with you. Then, wait for help.
If the waters start to rise inside your house before you have evacuated, retreat to the
second floor, the attic, and if necessary, the roof. Take dry clothing, a flashlight and a
portable radio with you. Then, wait for help. Don't try to swim to safety; wait for rescuers
to come to you.

https://www.clatsopcounty.gov/em/page/once-flood-arrives

